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Summary 
The main internal and external communication measures of SERA, outlined in the communication 
concept, were implemented and established since the beginning of the project. This deliverable lists all 
internal and external communication activities of M24 to M36 of SERA. Considering the constant 
number of subscribers to the internal newsletter, the increasing number of subscribers to the external 
newsletter and the SERA Twitter account, as well as the steady number of website visitors per month, 
the effectiveness and relevance of these communications means can be considered proven valuable 
and effective, and will therefore be continued until the end of the project. 

1 Internal communication 
The internal communication covers all relevant project developments including organizational matters 
and enables exchange through different communication channels. The internal communication aims to 
provide an optimal work environment, where information is easy to retrieve and general knowledge is 
equally accessible for all participants. 

1.1 Internal newsletter 

The internal newsletter aims to keep participants up to date regarding important administrative issues, 
meetings, deliverables and it shall strengthen the community by giving informal insights to the project. 
Until today, eight internal newsletters were sent to the project participants. Three newsletters are 
distributed per year. The last internal newsletter is planned for May 2020. For further information about 
the internal newsletters, refer to D2.6 “Internal Newsletter”. 

- See appendix for sent internal newsletters between M24 and M36. 

Internal Newsletter Issue Number of Subscribers 
SERA Internal Newsletter #4 (November 2018) 136 
SERA Internal Newsletter #5 (March 2019) 136 
SERA Internal Newsletter #6 (July 2019) 134 
SERA Internal Newsletter #7 (Nov 2019) 134 
SERA Internal Newsletter #8 (March 2020) 135  

Table 1 Number of subscribers of internal newsletter 

2 External communication 
The external communication comprises all communication activities addressing professionals in the 
field of seismic hazard and risk such as engineers, seismologists, the industry, public managers, and 
non-professionals in the field like media, citizen scientists, homeowners, students, teachers, and other 
interested persons. The following communication activities are implemented to address SERA 
stakeholders. 
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2.1 Website 

The SERA website (www.sera-eu.org) acts as the main external communication tool. It addresses all 
external target groups and provides information on a general and comprehensible level. The website 
also offers detailed information about work packages, conference dates, and helpful links. An average 
of 2’169 unique visitors are recorded on the website per month between M24 and M36. 

2.2 External newssheet 

The external newssheet serves as information channel between the project participants and the 
external public. It provides deeper insights to the project, compared to the news on the website. Until 
today, five external newssheets were distributed. The next newssheet is planned for April 2020. We 
publish a minimum of two newssheets per year. For further information about the external newssheets, 
refer to D 2.11 “Biannual newssheet”. 

2.3 Factsheet series 

To account substantially to a better understanding of seismic hazard and risk in Europe, several 
questions have to be answered. With the factsheet series, SERA addresses key questions by explaining 
crucial terms and concepts as well as by presenting first results to an interested public. The first 
factsheet series was published in April 2018 (see D 2.7). The second factsheet series was published one 
year later, in April 2019 (see D2.8). A third series is planned for April 2020 (D2.9). 

2.4 Social media 

SERA operates a twitter channel to enhance the visibility of the project and to inform the interested 
public about SERA’s workshops, conferences, results and outputs. Until today, 272 persons follow 
@sera_research (retrieved 30.03.2020). In return, @sera_research follows related projects, project 
participants and relevant stakeholders. 

2.5 Stakeholder dialogue 

SERA organised different workshops for professionals, citizen scientists and the interested public. The 
communication team helped to promote the workshops on the SERA platforms (website, newsletters 
and Twitter) such as the latest workshop series about earthquakes and marsquakes which took place 
in Switzerland: 

• 03 – 07 February 2020: Workshop series “'Earthquakes and Marsquakes: how to learn about 
seismicity on rocky planets”, OFXB Astronomical Observatory in Saint-Luc, Switzerland 

In addition, WP 2 was in charge of organising two workshops within the framework of SERA (see pdf 
May last year, and updates on the SERA website): 

• Two workshops with external stakeholders for code development and risk mitigation 
strategies, held in Ispra (M11) and Pavia (M30), Italy. 
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3 Appendices 
1. Sent internal newsletters M24 – M36 
2. Sent external newssheet M24 – M36 
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Contact 
Project lead   ETH Zürich 

Project coordinator  Prof. Dr. Domenico Giardini  

Project manager  Dr. Kauzar Saleh 

Project office   ETH Department of Earth Sciences  

Sonneggstrasse 5, NO H-floor, CH-8092 Zürich 

sera_office@erdw.ethz.ch  

+41 44 632 9690 

Project website   www.sera-eu.org   
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contained in this document. Also, responsibility for the information and views expressed in this 
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November 2018 marks 18 months since SERA started. We have now reached half-time
and can, on one hand, look back at a great variety of past events and interesting research
results; on the other hand, we still have many upcoming events and developments to look
forward to. 
This newsletter will provide you with updates on what has happened so far, like the very
successful teachers' workshop in Portugal with more than 900 participants, or the
JRA1/JRA2 workshop in Krakow. 
Upcoming deadlines are communicated for the first periodic report to the EC, some first
information is now available about the Second Annual Meeting, and there is a small
reminder that every interesting newsletter starts with you and your input!

Organizational matters

First periodic report to the EC
 
In order to consolidate the SERA pre-financing received by the partners and
release the second payment, the EC requires that we submit the official report
of activities for the period May 2017 - October 2018. This is a joint task to be
conducted between the SERA Office, the WP leaders and the partner
administration contacts, who have now received all the required templates (see
e-mail Subject: [SERA M1-M18 EC reporting materials] for detailed
instructions). Please take a moment to read through the e-mail, download the
templates, and ensure that you collect all the inputs from your WP members
and organisations to submit your documents by November 16th 2018. This
is a fixed deadline as the whole consortium reports jointly, so please make sure
you allocate sufficient time, and also that you send us questions you may have
in advance.

 
Second Annual Meeting

 
Following the first annual meeting in Bucharest, we are planning to hold our
next scientific annual meeting in the week of May 6th 2019. The location is
yet to be decided; we therefore invite partners interested in hosting the
meeting to contact the Project Manager and/or Coordinator. This will be an
important event to discuss progress after two years of project implementation,
and also to prepare the external review meeting with the EC that will take
place right after the annual meeting.

https://mailchi.mp/77dc5d4209dc/sera-internal-newsletter-4?e=[UNIQID]
mailto:kauzar.saleh@erdw.ethz.ch
mailto:domenico.giardini@erdw.ethz.ch


 
Reminder about publications within the SERA

framework 
 

We would like to remind everyone that in all publications associated to SERA, a
sentence has to be included at the end mentioning the project and explaining
the affiliation. We propose the following sentence to be included under
"Acknowledgements": 
This study has been partially funded by the H2020 project SERA (Seismology
and Earthquake Engineering Research Infrastructure Alliance for Europe). 
As already explained in the last internal newsletter, under Horizon 2020, each
beneficiary must ensure open access to all peer-reviewed scientific publications
relating to its results. Therefore, open access is also an obligation for all SERA
partners.

 
Input for SERA website, twitter, and newsletters

 
We love to update the SERA community as well as the general public with news
about your latest research results, workshops, conferences, and other
activities. In order to provide up-to-date communication, we need your input! 
Whether you would like us to tweet (@sera_research) about an upcoming
conference you are organizing, write a short report for the SERA website or
include some pictures of your last WP field trip in the newsletter: Send an e-
mail to Janine Aeberhard or Michèle Marti. One of the SERA goals is to facilitate
collaboration and innovations, and being able to provide interesting stories,
facts and news starts with you!

 
Updated Data Regulations According to GDPR

 
We hope you enjoy receiving and reading the SERA internal newsletter! To
comply with the updated data regulations in the EU (GDPR), we need to remind
you that we are using MailChimp to compile our newsletter. With your
subscription, you agreed to the privacy policy and terms of MailChimp.
To ensure that also the recipients of the external newssheet are aware of the
data policy, a consent statement will be added to the next newsletter. To
comply with the new regulations, we have activated a double-opt-in process
where interested readers receive a second message following their initial sign-
up asking for their permission and their agreement to MailChimp’s privacy
policy

In the spotlight

Teachers' workshop in Portugal 
 

In the framework of SERA, the Instituto Dom Luiz (Portugal) organized in
collaboration with Instituto Superior Técnico (Portugal) and the external
partners of the WP1 “Seismology @ School” an event that took place from 9 to
11 July 2018. it focused on demonstrating how seismology and seismic
engineering can provide tools and examples for educational activities.   
  
The Portugal delegate team, i.e. Susana Custódio, Luís Matias and Guilherme
Weishar, organized six SERA workshops as part of the annual meeting at Casa
das Ciências (translates to  “House of Science”). This conference brings

https://twitter.com/sera_research
http://www.sera-eu.org/
mailto:janine.aeberhard@sed.ethz.ch
mailto:michele.marti@sed.ethz.ch


together Portuguese and Brazilian teachers from STEM fields (science,
technology, engineering and math). The majority of the teachers are from high
schools (students aged from 14 to 18), but there is some attendance from
teachers of students of other age groups. This year, over 900 teachers
attended the 3-day event. It is the largest gathering of teachers in Portugal,
and this was its 5th edition. 
  
The main goal of this conference is to allow teachers to gain new ideas,
concepts, projects, and activities to enrich their lectures. The conference is
therefore split in the main Portuguese STEM classes: Physics and Chemistry,
Math, Biology and Geology, Introduction to Sciences, Information Technology.
The keynote presentations and workshops are for the most part provided by
professional researchers. In our case, the SERA workshops were part of the
Biology and Geology category, because this is where seismology is taught in
the Portuguese curriculum.

Reader's letter

From Monika Sobiesiak for JRA1/JRA2 
"JRA1/JRA2 workshop in Kraków and visit of Rudna Mine" 

 
"From 24th to 26th of September, 2018, a JRA1 / JRA2 joint workshop
was held in Kraków at the Department of Seismology at the Institute of
Geophysics, Polish Academy of Sciences. The workshop was aiming at
updating all participants on the on-going work by emphasizing exchange
and the use of new software developments, which can be applied to the
data sets and testbeds defined within SERA. For this purpose, a rotational
working schedule was employed, enabling each participant to have a trial
and error testing of the different software of interest. 
  
One major goal of the workshop was to consolidate the various
seismogenic environments from tectonic, anthropogenic, and laboratory
seismicity. We wanted to offer a practical approach to learn what causes
induced seismicity. In order to see and feel this “in-situ”, we visited
Europe's largest underground copper mine in Poland near the villages of
Polkowice and Rudna, north-west of Wrocław.  Rudna Mine is one of the
three copper mines in the Legnica-Głogow-Copper-District (LGCD) and is
characterized by a high rate of seismic activity not only in micro-seismic
magnitude ranges but also in intermediate sized seismic events. This
hazardous situation gave way for the deployment and construction of the
surface network LUMINEUS with 10 accelerometers and 17 short period
stations, operated by the Department of Seismology at the IG-PAS in
Kraków. 
  



For two hours, the group could visit places in 1000 m depth, where the
main excavation levels of the mine are located. It was possible to see
how new excavations were prepared, and how the recovered ore bearing
rock is transported to the surface. Back at the surface again, we visited
the seismological observatory which is in charge of the in-mine seismic
monitoring system. In case of earthquakes or collapses, the team has to
determine the location as quickly as possible because successful rescue
measures depend on this. We learned that the operation of a mine
underlies a detailed and strict activity plan. Therefore, we are very
thankful that the  management and team of Rudna Mine made this
interesting visit possible."

From Rémy Bossu for VA1 
"Participation in Powell Center Working Group workshop" 

 
"For the VA1, we like to mention our participation in the one week
workshop organized by the USGS/NEIC "Future Opportunities in Regional
and Global Earthquake Monitoring and Science, Powell Center Working
Group, Fort Collins" that aims at defining the future activities for
earthquake monitoring. 
One of the conclusions is to further develop rapid sharing of parametric
data and moment tensors (two activities already performed by the
EMSC). In addition, USGS wants to test the integration in their shakemap
of the felt reports the EMSC collects into their Shakemap. The
authoritative location scheme currently in place at EMSC was well
received as a way to avoid earthquake location discrepancies between
different monitoring agencies. A second workshop is planned at the end
of 2019."

From Helen Crowley for JRA4 
"Completion of SERA JRA4 European Vulnerability Workshop"

 
"We just completed a successful SERA JRA4 European Vulnerability
Workshop in Porto from 27th to 28th September. We had a number of
invited speakers from across Europe that came to discuss issues including
validation/calibration of vulnerability functions, efficient methodologies for
the analysis of structures for fragility assessment, estimation of losses
from non-structural elements, and estimation of fatalities due to
structural collapse. The SERA partners presented the SERA JRA4
framework for European vulnerability assessment, with specific focus on
reinforced concrete, steel and masonry structures, and received a lot of
useful input and feedback from the attendees. One of the main
takeaways from the workshop was that the partners of JRA4 should allow
sufficient time for validation and calibration of the vulnerability functions



before presenting the first results of the European risk model, which will
take place at the final JRA4 workshop in Istanbul in September 2019."

This column is a section open to all SERA participants. It gives you the
opportunity to share your latest research, best practice experiences, open
questions or comments and news from your research field. Whatever comes to
your mind, contact the SERA communication office. We are looking forward to
receiving your input!

SERA in numbers

Calendar

Deadline for completing EC
reporting materials 
November 16th 2018 (see article
above) 
 
ORFEUS Annual Meeting 
12 - 14 November 2018 
Athens, Greece 
Read more 
 
Future design of seismic
networks and instrumentation
workshop (WP4) 
21 November 2018 
GFZ, Potsdam, Germany 
 
European Seismic Hazard Model
workshop (WP25) 
4 December 2018 
Milan, Italy 
 

NA5 / JRA4 Workshop 
6 - 7 December 2018 
Thessaloniki, Greece 
Register here until 10 November
2018 or by sending an e-mail to Evi
Riga 
 
Marsquake for schools workshop
(WP3) 
16 January 2019 
CNRS, Nice, France 
 
Second Annual Science Meeting 
Week of May 6th, 2019 
Location TBD

mailto:janine.aeberhard@sed.ethz.ch
http://orfeus.gein.noa.gr/athens-2018/
https://sites.google.com/view/na5-jra4-workshop
mailto:eviriga@civil.auth.gr


The next internal newsletter will be released in February 2019. 
If you would like to share news with your SERA colleagues, please send your inputs to the
SERA communication team (janine.aeberhard@sed.ethz.ch or michele.marti@sed.ethz.ch).

Liability claim 
The European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the
information contained in this document. Also, responsibility for the information and views
expressed in this document lies entirely with the author(s).

Copyright © 2018 SERA, All rights reserved. 
You have signed up for this newsletter or you are a project member. 
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The beginning of this year also marks the beginning of the second project half
of SERA and many exciting things are about to come. This newsletter provides
information about the upcoming 2nd Annual Science Meeting in Edinburgh, UK,
and gives some more details on the External Review Meeting by the EC.
Additionally, project members present their latest work such as new shake-
table dynamic tests and planned workshops.

Organizational matters

2nd Annual Science Meeting in Edinburgh, 15 to 16 May 2019
 
As you already know, the 2nd SERA Annual Science Meeting will take place in
Edinburgh, UK, from 15 to 16 May 2019. The meeting will end around 15h30
on Thursday. If you haven't registered yet, you can do so here as fast as
possible since the registration will soon be closed. 
We advise you to arrange your travels early enough as rooms in Edinburgh can
get rather pricey and, depending on where you are coming from, travels might
take you longer than expected. 
Please make sure that at least one member of each WP participates. If you
have any questions, contact your WP leader or Project Manager Kauzar Saleh.

https://mailchi.mp/96fab78837ca/sera-internal-newsletter-5?e=[UNIQID]
https://sandbox.getindico.io/event/293/
mailto:sera_office@erdw.ethz.ch?subject=SERA%20GA%202019


Templates for 2nd Annual Science Meeting presentations 
 

In order to keep the presentations uniform, we have provided templates for
you to use. You can find them on the Intranet under Home > Documents > C.
Templates and logos > Templates. If you have any questions, feel free to ask
Janine for help.

External Review Meeting by the EC 
 

The SERA Technical Report M1 to M18 has been submitted and is now being
evaluated by the EC. On 7 May 2019, SERA will have an external review

mailto:janine.aeberhard@sed.ethz.ch?subject=SERA%20Templates


meeting organised by the EC in Brussels, to assess project status at M24. It is
therefore very important for all WPs to make sure that they comply with M24
deliverables. Please check whether this is the case early enough and reach out
to Project Manager Kauzar Saleh in case of any problems.

In the spotlight

Shake-table dynamic tests on a steel silo filled with wheat:
SEismic Response of Actual steel SILOS (SERA-SILOS)

  
As part of the Transnational Access framework, shake-table dynamic tests
are carried out on a full scale steel silo (supplied by AGI Frame) filled with
wheat since 25 February 2019 at the Eucentre Foundation ShakeLab. 
The tests will be performed on the mono-axial shake-table (7m x 5.6m) in
order to evaluate the silo behaviour subjected to seismic actions both in fixed
and base isolated configuration. 
More information on the experiment can be found here (in Italian).

SERA WP7 Workshop in L'Aquila, Italy
 
Within the framework of the Network Activity NA5 "Networking databases of
site and station characterization" of the SERA-EU project (see SERA-NA5
description for further details), a workshop is organised. It is devoted to the

mailto:sera_office@erdw.ethz.ch
http://www.eucentre.it/prove-dinamiche-su-tavola-vibrante-di-un-silo-in-acciaio-per-granaglie-seismic-response-of-actual-steel-silos-sera-silos/
https://sites.google.com/view/site-characterization-workshop/home
https://sites.google.com/view/site-characterization-workshop/sera-na5-description


proposition of guidelines and recommendations for common best practice
procedures of site-effects characterization at the seismic strong motion
stations, in terms of indicators and quality metrics. Moreover, it will discuss the
roadmap for strong motion site characterization in Europe in the next 10 years.
All topics are related to the SERA and EPOS activities on connecting
infrastructures and communities in the field of site characterization.

Additionally, a training course on Ambient Vibration Techniques for Site
Characterization offered the week before (4 to 9 March 2019) and an open
workshop on recent advanced techniques for site characterization (9 to 10
March 2019) are taking place. These events will be held in the same location as
the SERA workshop (further details available here).

SERA+ in preparation 
 

The SERA team is now full hands in the preparation of the next proposal,
SERA+, due 20 March 2019 under the INFRAIA-01-2018-2019 H2020 call. If
successful, SERA+ will give continuity to SERA for another 3 years from mid
2020 on. 
SERA+ connects important stakeholders in the field of seismic hazard
assessment and engineering.

Reader's letter

From Helen Crowley, involved in JRA4 
 

"One of the Joint Research Activities of the Horizon 2020-funded project
SERA is entitled a 'Risk modelling framework for Europe'. As part of these
research activities, a seismic risk model for Europe is being developed
and will be presented for the first time at the European Seismic Risk
Model Workshop. The main aim of the workshop will be to obtain
feedback on the model, such that it can be updated and released in April
2020. It will take place from 12 to 13 September 2019 in Istanbul,
Turkey. 
A first version of the European exposure model developed in SERA
JRA4 was used in GEM’s global seismic risk model that was released at
the end of last year. It can be accessed here. 
Additionally, a paper was submitted to the ICONHIC conference that will
take place this summer."

This column is a section open to all SERA participants. It gives you the
opportunity to share your latest research, best practice experiences, open
questions or comments and news from your research field. Whatever comes to
your mind, contact the SERA communication office. We are looking forward to
receiving your input!

SERA in progress

http://www.geopsy.org/array_course_program.html
https://sites.google.com/eucentre.it/european-seismic-risk-model/registration
https://www.globalquakemodel.org/gem
https://iconhic.com/2019/
mailto:janine.aeberhard@sed.ethz.ch


Calendar

11 - 12 March 2019, L'Aquila
(Italy) 
SERA WP7 workshop 
More information 
 
07 - 12 April 2019, Vienna
(Austria) 
EGU2019 
More information 
 
15 - 16 May 2019, Edinburgh
(UK) 
2nd SERA Annual Science Meeting 
Register here as soon as possible

6 - 7 June 2019, Belgrade
(Serbia) 
SERA Workshop 'EIDA and the
Balkans'  
Register here as soon as possible 
 
12 - 13 September 2019,
Istanbul (Turkey) 
SERA European Seismic Risk Model
Workshop 
If interested, register here and
contact Helen Crowley 
 
 

The next internal newsletter will be released in June 2019. 
If you would like to share news with your SERA colleagues, please send your inputs to the
SERA communication team (janine.aeberhard@sed.ethz.ch or michele.marti@sed.ethz.ch).

Liability claim 
The European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the
information contained in this document. Also, responsibility for the information and views
expressed in this document lies entirely with the author(s).

Copyright © 2019 SERA, All rights reserved. 
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